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Serving the 22nd District 
assee-Livingston-southern Ingham counties 
www.senate.michigan.gov/garcia
Legislature revises Child Custody rules to allow for 
grandparent visitation 

parents will have more opportunities to visit their grandchildren thanks to 
e Bill 727 which was recently passed by the Legislature.  Reforms made to 
ild Custody Act will allow a child’s grandparent to seek grandparenting 
y filing a motion in circuit court.  The bill, before it was passed, was 
ed by a conference committee where the following revisions were made:  

grandparent must file a motion seeking grandparenting time with the circuit court 
the county where the court has continuing jurisdiction. If a court does not have 
ntinuing jurisdiction over the child, the motion must be filed in the circuit court for 
 county where the child resides. 

“rebuttable presumption” is created when a fit parent’s decision to deny 
andparenting time does not create a substantial risk of harm to the child’s mental, 
ysical, or emotional health. 

 rebut this presumption, a grandparent must prove by a preponderance of the 
idence that the parent’s decision to deny grandparenting time creates a 
bstantial risk of harm to the child’s mental, physical, or emotional health. 

ith respect to the presumption, the following may occur: 
a. If the grandparent does not overcome the presumption, the court must 

dismiss the complaint or deny the motion. 
b. If the court finds that a grandparent has met the standard for rebutting the 

presumption, the court shall consider whether it is in the best interests of the 
child to enter an order for grandparenting time. 

c. If the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that it is in the best 
interests of the child to enter a grandparenting time order, the court shall 
enter an order providing for reasonable grandparenting time of the child by 
the grandparent. 

wo fit parents sign an affidavit stating that they both oppose an order of 
andparenting time, the court must dismiss the motion. 

e bill specifically outlines what the court must consider in determining the best 
erests of the child.  The conference report adds a new subdivision (i) to state that 
e of the factors is whether the parent’s decision to deny grandparenting time is 
lated to the child’s well-being or is for some other unrelated reason. 
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